
9/11/17 BNA General Meeting 
 
Attendees: 

● Board members: Katy Wolf, Kay Newell, , Karis Stoudamire-Phillips, JP Castiaux by 
phone 

● Neighbors: Michael Hoffman, Marc Triller, Dayrol Griffin, Huey Martin 
 
Agenda: 

1. Discussion: Proposed I-5 Rose Quarter Freeway expansion and No More Freeway 
Expansions project 

2. Discussion: PBOT's new alley and ADU policies 
3. Open comment 

 
Minutes: 
7:04 Introductions 
7:05 Open Comment 
Huey complains about illegal dumping of trash at his neighbor’s alley. He wants Multnomah 
County Sheriff’s Office to clean the alleys as they used to, and wants to know what BNA can do. 
Jessica Rojas from NECN adds that the Metro Regional Illegal Dumping (RID) patrol does this 
service, and we can ask them to come. Jessica used to work at Metro, and regional dumping 
crew. Also, NECN just got an agreement for a Clean Start PDX Litter Patrol program in Eliot 
neighborhood, and they can see if boundaries can be extended. Jessica gave Huet the RID 
number and will follow up with him. 
 
7:20 Jessica Rojas, NECN 
The director of NECN, Adam Lyons, got a small grant to do what they do downtown employing 
CCC to pick up litter. Got a small grant for Central Eastside, creeping into NE (up to Eliot/Boise 
border). Paid more than $15/hour, with benefits and housing. They can respond to hazardous 
waste and provide resources. They’re a public resource. Hoping it can be piloted into other 
areas. People in CCC are sometimes previously houseless. Ongoing funding, especially from 
businesses, is still being figured out. 
 
Grants are available: $1,500 NECN small grants will be available Sep 25. Info session is Oct 12, 
and Dec 1 is deadline. Katy will be serving on the selection committee this year. 
 
7:25 PBOT's new alley and ADU policies. The big takeaways are: 

● Commercial ROW improvements can allow permeable pavers, but for residential, it's just 
concrete 25' in, and then compacted gravel to the new house.  

● Also, ADUs may trigger alley improvements. 
 
7:35 Proposed I-5 Rose Quarter Freeway expansion 

● Context: 

https://nomorefreewayspdx.com/faqs/
https://nomorefreewayspdx.com/faqs/


○ Oregonlive covered the opposition to the project: 
http://www.oregonlive.com/…/activists_want_portland_to_rej.… 

○ The current paper issue of Portland Monthly has an article on the issue as well (not 
online yet).  

○ The activist group is called No More Freeways PDX 
○ Read Commissioner Saltzman's take: 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/saltzman/article/654700 

 
○ I-5 Rose Quarter Freeway Project Open House 

■ When: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
■ Where: Matt Dishman Community Center – Auditorium (77 NE Knott 

Street) 
■ Visit the project website to learn more: www.I5RoseQuarter.org  

 
○ Jessica Rojas shared this article for more context/perspective: WA 

congresswoman seeks to block Oregon tolling plans 
http://articles.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2017/09/wash_congresswoman_s
eeks_to_bl.amp 

 
● David’s thoughts sent by email: 

Before the meeting tonight, I wanted to state that I am (as is Howard, but this letter is 
mine) cautiously in favor of the I-5 improvements. Here are some of my reasons  
 
1. The project is not really a freeway 'widening,' but rather addresses a known bottleneck 
that has major traffic impacts. Then result will be three lanes of traffic through the rose 
quarter, which matches what is north abs south of the bottleneck.  
2. The streets above the freeway will be rationalized, with lower impacts to street traffic 
to and from Eliot and Boise. 
3. There will be more bike/ped paths, particularly connecting the Lloyd District to the 
Rose Quarter and Esplanade. 
4. The capped portion of I-5 will include pocket parks, re-connected street grid, and 
some building opportunities.  
 

● Kay’s thoughts by email: 
I agree with David and add this to the list. 
The bottle neck we experience now will only become a bigger  problem in the future We 
have talked about improving this area for years. The community that is directly impacted 
has spent hours of input, helping to create a good design. 
  
Should we need to evacuate downtown, the improved system would help. As for now, it 
will decrease, by a bit, some of the current back log on I-5. 

http://necoalition.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d12d453d1723d0230ed1067f&id=4076ba90af&e=79f954db9d
http://articles.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2017/09/wash_congresswoman_seeks_to_bl.amp
http://necoalition.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=5d12d453d1723d0230ed1067f&id=bcf868cd16&e=79f954db9d
http://articles.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2017/09/wash_congresswoman_seeks_to_bl.amp
http://necoalition.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d12d453d1723d0230ed1067f&id=4076ba90af&e=79f954db9d
http://www.oregonlive.com/commuting/index.ssf/2017/09/activists_want_portland_to_rej.html
https://www.facebook.com/nomorefreewayspdx/?fref=mentions
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/saltzman/article/654700


Remember 1000’s more people arrive in Portland every year. Up to 70% of them will 
drive. Some will give up cars. Many will not. We will also need more Trucks delivering 
goods to serve the needs of those people. Trucks need good transportation systems. 
 

● JP’s thoughts by email: 
The widening is seductive for several reasons. I5 runs through the entire western united 
states and PDX is the only city where it is two lanes.  
 
However, it will not meet its stated objective. People do not die here; they die on other 
ODOT-controlled roads, esp in East Portland.  
 
ODOT itself admitted that congestion will not be affected.  
 
I love the idea of the capping of the freeway (if there is money for that) but I am skeptical 
that it will meet the objectives of connectivity and community building. 
 
If portland is truly committed to vision zero and reducing our carbon emissions, then this 
is the exact opposite of what we should be spending our public funds on.  

 
● Katy - I echo what JP said. 

Let’s not conflate the two separate projects, the Albina Vision, and the ODOT freeway 
expansion. City Council will be voting on the ODOT freeway project as it fits into the 
Central City 2035 plan. The Albina Vision rep stated in the Bike Portland article today 
they were indifferent to the freeway project, as long as it’s buried beneath theirs. 
https://bikeportland.org/2017/09/11/albina-vision-would-restore-historic-rose-quarter-neig
hborhood-put-biking-and-walking-first-242490 
 
ODOT has stated their lane expansion will only cut 6 min off of commute times.  
 
Truck delivery should be shifted to non-commute hours. One way to incentivize this is 
congestion pricing. 
 
I recommend listening to this podcast to hear why adding more roads doesn’t decrease 
traffic: 
http://www.npr.org/2016/05/03/476028372/the-unintended-consequences-of-trying-to-fix-
traffic 
In a nutshell: “ Here's the bad news: building more roads doesn't reduce traffic. Actually, 
according to this study, it creates more traffic by decreasing the cost of driving. Should 
we just build more public transit? Nope. That makes it worse, too. What could help is 
making driving more expensive.” 
 
I’m for adding a shoulder for fender-bender pull overs and for emergency vehicle route 
access. I’m not for adding a lane in order to decrease traffic (because it won’t work). I’m 

http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/aer.101.6.2616
https://bikeportland.org/2017/09/11/albina-vision-would-restore-historic-rose-quarter-neighborhood-put-biking-and-walking-first-242490
http://www.npr.org/2016/05/03/476028372/the-unintended-consequences-of-trying-to-fix-traffic
https://bikeportland.org/2017/09/11/albina-vision-would-restore-historic-rose-quarter-neighborhood-put-biking-and-walking-first-242490
http://www.npr.org/2016/05/03/476028372/the-unintended-consequences-of-trying-to-fix-traffic


not for spending half a billion dollars on a freeway expansion when we need to spend 
our limited transportation dollars on Vision Zero and Climate Plan goals. The crashes 
that happen are fender benders, not major crashes. Fender benders are not going to be 
solved by a new lane. They are the result of distracted driving and poor signalling. I use 
my driver assist when I’m in stop and go traffic so my car brakes for me and maintains a 
safe speed and distance. With autonomous cars coming online in the next decade, we 
need to wait and see how traffic patterns change with more smart cars and less stupid 
drivers. We also should take Commissioner Saltzman’s suggestion to implement pricing 
first, study the effects, then decide what to do next. 
 

We will discuss this again at the LUTC meeting in two weeks, 9/25. 
 
7:50 Katy: Neighborhood Emergency Team report 

● One week from today, Sep 18 is Charity Day at Oregon Public House, to support several 
N/NE NETs. https://www.facebook.com/events/324800821318411/ 

● Oct 16 is a deployment drill, where we’ll practice what it’s like to get deployed for an 
emergency in our neighborhood. We’ll ask non-NETs to participate as volunteer victims. 

 
8:00 Karis: This Saturday night, SEI is having their annual Soul of the City Gala. HMBA has a 
table. They’ll have a student experience - tours, displays. Silent auction in hallway. Highlight 
local businesses/restaurants. Auditorium has a program, usually success stories. Then a live 
auction and after party. 
 
Karis will also share the new Vision Zero recommendations. Karis serves on the committee. 
 
8:05 Meeting adjourned 

https://www.facebook.com/events/324800821318411/

