
7/24/17 BNA Land Use & Transportation Meeting 
 
Attendees: 

● Committee: David de la Rocha, Sarah Cantine, Kay Newell, Katy Wolf, Sebastien, Owen 
Gabbert, Diana Moosman 

● Guests: Eric Matthews (EM Architecture), Tom Cramer (muralist), Mike (William Kaven), 
Richard Colla (William Kaven), Tom P. (Rebuilding Center) 

 
Agenda: 
1. Introductions and chair's comments - 10 min 
2. Rebuilding Center mural proposal - 20 min w/Q&A 
3. William Kaven mural proposal for 4018 N Williams - 20 min w/Q&A 
4. EM Architecture presentation of proposed commercial development at 4232 N Williams - 30 
min w/Q&A 
5. Introduction of Autumn action item regarding PBOT's six proposals for bicycle safety 
improvements on N Vancouver between Failing and Cook - 10 min 
6. Open Comment and action items - 20 min 
 
Minutes: 
7:04 William Kaven “Parallax” project – Tom Cramer mural 

● Parallax project at 4030 Williams at Shaver. We’re a year away from mural being 
installed on the building. Mural is part of building design. Nothing has changed from what 
was shared here at October, and what was submitted for building permit. Mural is on 
level 1 on Shaver, wrapping around parking entry. Tom is also working on a different 
mural for the lobby interior. 

● The old mural was there 20 years (since 1989). Doesn’t want to do a repeat of the old 
mural. Likes to work in real time, not in drawings. Thinking more monochromatic, muted 
colors like the Wonder Ballroom foyer and interior. Value-based rather than color-based, 
which will work better with this building. The old mural related to the funky old building 
with a machine shop inside. This will be more bold, architectural. Previous “Machine” 
mural was like a kid’s fascination with machinery. New mural will be more organic, 
resembling Northwest landscape. Bring some rural energy back. Monochromatic is 
easier to touch up if it gets graffiti’d. Will be a private mural, not a RACC mural. VARA 
protects private murals, but not public (RACC). 

● Right now, the developers don’t need anything, not that they have met through us. The 
BNA is very excited for the new mural, especially with the same muralist as the previous 
mural. 

 
7:22 Rebuilding Center Alley Mural Project – Tom P, Manager 

● Still working on getting funding. Artist, Toma Villa, is still working on idea, is a Native 
American artist who is becoming more famous nationally. Toma was one of the artists 
that participated in murals on this same alley 20 years ago, when it was a “free wall”. Did 
a mural for NAYA. Working with POIC and Urban League students, who will be engaged 



in the process. Will have a more thorough idea completed at end of this week, but at this 
point the theme is historic houses. Get a feel for what the neighborhood was like for 
different people, specifically highlighting African American community. Ural Thomas has 
been involved in the design meetings. There is also a history of Eastern European, 
Chinese and Hispanic immigrants. People looked after each other, didn’t matter the 
color. 

● Mural will be on the east side of the alley, on the north building. Will be on plywood 
panels and installed. The windows are painted over, and the panels will cover them. Will 
be 4,000 SF. Vision is that you can get an image of what life was like before us. 

● Should know by next week or following whether they got the Metro grant. Have also 
applied for monthly RACC grant, should know by next month. Once it’s funded, will take 
3-4 weeks. Budget has been shifting, but it’s around $35,000 – they’re responsible for 
$15,000 for use equipment and installation of permanent lighting. 

● Diana Moosman mentions the recent Historic Black Williams Project, and the planned 
mural for the Natural Grocers building at MLK and Fremont. Kay offers her historical 
photos at her Sunlan Lighting store. 

 
7:42 Williams at NE Skidmore project 

● The welding business moved to the airport and consolidated a bunch of their shops in 
the area. It’s a 1-story, relying on mezzanines to maximize square footage. Could fit up 
to three tenants. Westside roof deck could work for restaurant or brew pub. Will put in 
more glass, garage doors that open up to street. Green roof will go overhang entrance. 
West side will get resurfaced with wood on lower level and metal on upper. Building is 
getting a seismic upgrade, resulting in a new inside wall. Since they have no tenants 
signed on, the design could change depending on whether they have one, two or three 
tenants. Their brewery tenant pulled out recently. 

● David appreciates that this is a redesign of an old building. Sarah and Diana likes the 
mid-century modern elegant, thinness. 

● Eric will note our design comments, and return when they have a redesign. 
 
8:03 Open Comment 

● We began a discussion about the City’s move to end meetings like this in the future, 
from a survey quietly sent by PBOT with a short response timeframe. We came up with 
some good examples in the July general meeting where the LUTC process was 
beneficial to the developers and to the BNA, where we made a successful design 
recommendations that went into place. We have a long list of examples of projects that 
benefited from this committee’s input, our design standards, or our support. David will 
incorporate this list into the draft letter. It will be sent to the City Council members and 
shared with the neighborhood. 

● Bike Portland highlighted recently that the City is weighing six options to change the 
vexing bike/auto weave at Vancouver and Cook. BNA was not contacted by PBOT about 
this. We would like to join Eliot to get a PBOT presentation; David will reach out to them. 
Katy can connect David to Jere Fitterman. 



● BNA is not meeting in August. Movies in the Park is happening. We have nothing on the 
LUTC agenda for August. We’ll wait until the week before to cancel, depending on if we 
don’t get any items. 


