
6.25.18 BNA LUTC Meeting Minutes 
7-9 pm @ Q Center 
 
Attendees: 

● Committee: Owen Gabbert (LUTC Chair), Kay Newell, Sarah Cantine, Katy Wolf, 
Stacee Wion 

● Neighbors: Sebastien Mistoufflet, Patti Miles, Ryan Boyd, Kimberly Stafford, Dayroll 
Griffin, Matt Thorburn, Janice Hebert, Jen Stack, Linda Wion, Stephen King, Laura 
Patterson, Lupin Morgan, Christine Andersen, Isabel Rutherford 

● Guests: Scott Cohen (PBOT) 
 
Agenda: 

1. Vancouver Ave Safety Improvement Project: Scott Cohen (PBOT) is leading a 
planning project to determine the community’s needs and perspectives around 
Vancouver Ave. He is coming to our meeting to discuss their approach. (30 minutes) 

2. Open Comment 
3. PBOT Parking Pilot discussion (check out Pilot info on http://bnapdx.com) 
4. Type II Short Term Rental Proposal for 4042 N Michigan (and general requests for 

multi bedroom short term rental conditional uses). 
 
Notes: 

● 7:00 Introductions 
● 7:06 Scott Cohen, PBOT, Vancouver Ave Safety Improvement Project 

○ Scott is a capital project manager. Vancouver Ave has potential to become a 
capital project. He’s on an unofficial listening tour, getting feedback from different 
groups in the neighborhood and city. Is the street working well? Are there safety 
improvements people want? This is just for Vancouver, not Williams, since that 
was changed in the last few years already. Scott is asking for input - 
scott.cohen@portlandoregon.gov. BNA will share the online survey link. The 
biggest problem that PBOT has found is the weaving between Fremont and Cook 
where buses have to cross the bike lane.  

○ Kay: I was part of the original bike lane project on Vancouver. I’d suggested to 
move the lane to the left side, but the community voted it down. Then they looked 
at it again, but more issues were found. Before we can make decisions we need 
to see concept drawings. 

○ Scott: I felt if I led by design, some people will say you’ve already made your 
decision. The flip side is that others will say we have nothing to react to. 

○ Kay: I feel no problems as a driver, but bikers may feel completely different. It 
would be nice to see a visual of that issue. Put up 2 or 3 solutions, and leave a 
blank for people to draw their own solution. 

○ Janice: I see pattern with the City isolating a problem like Vancouver. We know 
there will be many apartment units coming online soon and we don’t really know 
what it will be like in near future. But I’ve seen the weaving problem. 

 

https://bnapdx.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0262f652f51a2e4408fecf122&id=db74af16a8&e=78acd7cbbb
mailto:scott.cohen@portlandoregon.gov


○ Patti: What have the Williams Ave complaints been? I understand density, and 
we need to take density and traffic patterns into account. Turning a two lane into 
one seems off, maybe we need to move cars somewhere else completely. You 
keep wanting to massage a happy medium. 

○ Kay: We talked about moving bikes totally to Rodney, but there was pushback 
from Rodney residents. 

○ Owen: Where else are you looking on Vancouver? 
○ Scott: Looking at biggest transit delay area - Cook is the hotspot. The most cost 

effective and effective solution is to move the bike lane to the left side. But you 
can’t flip the bike lane over for 2 lanes, so it becomes a whole corridor project. So 
we’re looking at from Killingsworth to Broadway. We don’t need to remove any 
lanes to do that, like we did on Williams. 

○ Sebastien: I have one issue with that - on Williams, cars can go onto the bike 
lane and then turn left. Visibility is different on your left than on right. If you don’t 
have space on the left, you have additional danger.  

○ Q Center volunteer: I’ve lived in Boise for 8 years. As a bike commuter, I feel very 
nervous, because people aren’t used to checking when they turn left.  

○ Owen: Is there another option with different mode signalling? 
○ Scott: We looked at it, but it seemed it would cause more delay, through ripples 

in the system. It’s not to say we wouldn’t go back and look at it. There’s an 
engineering perspective and a people usage perspective. 

○ Owen: I’ve seen Fremont start to back up toward Mississippi due to the bus and 
pedestrians. There’s a lot of cut through happening on Ivy and on Gantenbein.  

○ Sebastien: It’s also a problem because of visibility too - people can’t see around 
the corners. 

○ Patti: Has there been a traffic study? 
○ Scott: We can look at modeling. We’ve looked at traffic volumes. We know we’re 

not getting the volume we should because cars are waiting for bikes. If we 
removed the weave, it would increase efficiency. 

○ Kay: Look at the shortcuts people are taking. Make those into bike lanes like 
Michigan and put up signage.  

○ Ryan: On Michigan, it’s a bike lane but it’s now a thoroughfare alternative to 
Mississippi. The speeds are unchecked. The speed bumps are too low. There’s 
no line of sight on Skidmore, and people can park up to the curb, you can’t make 
a left without creating agitation. 

○ Owen: The concept here is how to create a functional bike lane on Vancouver. 
○ Scott: PBOT is hiring a neighborhood greenway coordinator that will look at the 

places like Rodney and Michigan. 
○ Lupin: Albina is also has lots of speeders, and it’s a narrow street, used to get 

around Mississippi. Will they look at those kinds of streets? 
○ Scott: We used to have a traffic calming program that was cut due to budget cuts. 
○ Lupin: Are you going to get rid of any street parking on the Skidmore at 

Vancouver, and make signage that folks can turn left on a one-way? 
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○ Scott: Removing parking on Skidmore would probably be fairly controversial, but 
that’s a separate issue. 

○ Neighbor: Are developers required to do a traffic study about trips that will be 
generated when they put in a large apartment complex? 

○ Owen: Not typically. Parking requirements are not based on a traffic study. 
○ Scott: We do have traffic modeling at PBOT and Metro. Don’t know if anyone is 

doing corridor model on Vancouver or Williams. Usually done large scale, or 
about a specific building. That’s what triggers telling a developer to put in a signal 
because it will generate too many trips. We have one traffic modeler at PBOT, 
who looks at big picture. Others look at small stuff. 

○ Janice: These aren’t isolated impacts.  
○ Dayrol: I want to know how successful Williams. I thought Williams was phase 1, 

and Vancouver was phase 2. There isn’t any boulevard like it in the City.  
○ Scott: We get a lot of the crash data several years later, since it’s reported to the 

state. Williams got updated in 2015, and our data right now is up to 2016. 
Anecdotally we haven’t heard of a lot of crashes, but we do hear a lot of people 
don’t like it. I bike it, and I feel there are a couple pinch points like at Broadway 
Weidler.  

○ Sebastien: I now take the Alberta onramp instead of Cook, and maybe we need 
more signage to point people that way. 

○ Sarah: In terms of moving the Vancouver bike lane to the left side, did you 
consider people that get off the highway on Cook, and then cross Vancouver to 
go north on Williams? That gets backed up. 

○ Scott: It sounds like we need to take a bigger look at the neighborhood. Probably 
need to take a look at broader implications. The flipside is that if we did this 
localized issue, that would potentially be welcomed. 

○ Dayrol: Looking at our growing pains, for us to look at making changes when we 
don’t know what it will look like in a year, and our land is completely built out, 
then we can look at the transportation issues.  

○ Patti: You have to project and do modeling, not band-aids. 
○ Katy: Agree that bike lane should move to left side, but needs to be separated 

from moving traffic by the parked lane. Need to educate and improve design so 
that cars park there and not in the bike lane. Agree that holistic study needs to be 
done, not piecemeal projects. 

○ Linda: You could get more current crash data from the Police Bureau. 
○ Scott: I will look into that. 
○ Owen: You could change that right lane to be a bus lane/stop, and close it off to 

all traffic. 
○ Katy: PBOT is speaking at the Williams Vancouver Business Association 

Thursday, on parking. (Scott says he spoke there last month, and they asked for 
parking info so he connected them to Chris Armes) The topic is: 

■ What steps have other business and/or neighborhood associations taken 
to help improve parking in their communities?  

2 



■ Suggested timelines for said steps? 
■ Are there examples of things that DIDN'T work?  
■ Pros & cons of different parking strategies?  
■ Are there projects going on that will affect parking in our community of 

which we should be aware? 
○ Katy will follow up with Chris Armes to request a similar BNA meeting. 

● 7:55 Chair Updates 
○ The Hill Block affordable housing project information can be found on Prosper 

Portland’s website. Their meetings are open to the public. This is the location by 
Emanuel Hospital that was razed in the 1970s. 
https://prosperportland.us/portfolio-items/the-hill-block-n-russell-and-williams-coll
aboration/ 

○ Right 2 Dream Too looking for volunteers to help build tiny homes on Friday July 
6th. https://www.facebook.com/events/1832038767100059/ 

● 8:00 Parking Pilot program discussion 
○ Katy posted the info from the June 12th Open House on bnapdx.com and then 

posted a link to our website on Nextdoor and the BNA Facebook page. There has 
been a lot of discussion on Nextdoor, including misinformation and conjecture 
posed as fact. It appears folks aren’t reading the info first. This meeting is to 
clarify questions. 

○ Patti: What if we make fliers with the basic info, and put it in the businesses on 
Mississippi?  

○ Dayrol: I know that 80% of full time employees for a business are eligible for a 
permit. Is that paid monthly or annual? 

○ Kay: All permits are annual. Businesses can buy them, and they can charge their 
employees for them if they want. 

○ Dayrol: How many Mississippi employees total are we talking about? Also, what 
about car2go type rentals?  

○ Stacee: Most small business employees are part-time employees. 
○ Kay: Car2go-like companies are immune from the permit requirement. 
○ Neighbor: I live outside the notice area, and wasn’t able to come to the open 

house. I emailed Antonina from PBOT, and the notice area went all the way to 
the Missouri alley at the freeway wall, but not to the east side of Borthwick. She 
noted that this was incongruous. 

○ Kay: The first year is a plan that PBOT came up with. For the first year, there will 
be no residential limit on permits. The second year is when we get to tap into the 
toolbox such as capping permits for residents or employees - there’s 50 some 
rules we can use. I agree the first year is pretty bad. The second year we’ll find 
out what’s good and what’s bad. At that point we can drop the whole thing, or 
modify it how we want. As for your area, if you like the concept, and your block 
face wants to join the program, you just have to vote yourselves in, as long as 
your block is adjacent to the permit area.  

○ Janice: How was the pilot area chosen? 
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○ Owen: It was the same area that was studied in 2015. 
○ Katy: PBOT asked for the BNA’s input, but they didn’t tell us how it was going to 

be used. Antonina’s email said they wanted us to “review the proposed boundary 
area and advise tweaks to the boundaries to initiate data collection...PBOT Staff 
will collect data in the proposed collection areas the first two weeks of May.” They 
didn’t say this would be the area that locked us in for a year of pre-set rules, 
which we were not told about and had no input on. 

○ Kay: I was involved in creating the Parking Toolkit. The City selected the 5 most 
impacted neighborhoods for studies. Hawthorne and Mississippi was the most 
impacted. The City then selected a limited area to study. The area they studied 
was 2 blocks on either side of Mississippi. 

○ Patti: I can tell you this program isn’t perfect. I’ve lived in other cities that had 
permit programs. The first year is just a place to start. I think we need to give it a 
chance. 

○ Kimberly: I think businesses should pay more. I’m concerned because we share 
a home with 5 other people, and we have 5 cars. How many permits will each 
home be allowed to have? 

○ Kay: After the first year, we can set limits. The first year, there are no residential 
limits. 

○ Kay: The $75 annual fee is for overhead. There is no profit in it. After the first 
year, using the toolkit, the community can make additional surcharges if we want 
a transportation safety project, to get apartments bus passes, to make a low 
income permit rate, whatever we want like that. 

○ Ryan: What happens with turnover in businesses? Is that permit under the former 
employee’s name? 

○ Kay: The permit will be tied to the car license, and they’re working on the system 
to track that. For guests, you can buy up to 100 day passes a year. 

○ Neighbor: There will be lot of challenges in communicating all these details. It will 
be a struggle to manage expectations. 

○ Sarah: It may be nice to set up quarterly community reviews of how the pilot is 
going. 

○ Patti: We should find out the number of parking spaces in this area. Ask them 
how many spaces is 80%, and 100%? 

■ Katy will email Antonina to ask. 
○ Group agrees that the no limitation on first year is a bad idea, and it will feel like 

permits are taken away after first year. People will not be happy with a lottery 
system. 

○ Kay: PBOT came to Tupelo Alley to do an open house. We found out it costs $95 
for a parking spot in the building. 

○ Ryan: Will the ticket revenue or fines come back to our neighborhood, or go into 
a citywide fund? 

■ Katy will email Antonina to ask. 
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○ Dayrol: I’m supportive of it but I’m concerned a lot of people don’t know this info. 
My disabled neighbors may not realize they’ll need a neighborhood permit in 
addition to their handicap permit. 

○ Linda: You could have 3-5 bullet points on the flier. 
○ Kay: Bullet points - First year info - $75/permit, no residential limits, 80% FTE for 

businesses. 
○ Ryan’s wife: How will this help us with the short term visitors? Is the problem from 

employees? Will this program help us address the people coming to dinner? 
○ Owen: The data showed that evening time was the peak. 
○ Kay: If we had daytime parkers move off of Mississippi, that would open stalls for 

short term visitors. According to records, 70% of apartment dwellers have a car, 
which they drive infrequently. People also abandon cars that don’t meet the full 
abandoned car criteria for towing. So we’re trying to remove the problem cars. 
Some people will give up an extra car they don’t drive that often. There’s a lot of 
problems here we’re trying to solve. 

○ Owen: There’s a new FAQ on the City page: 
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/77016. We’re trying to spread 
accurate information, and encouraging everyone to vote. So the question is, will 
you accept an imperfect system in the short term in order to get the opportunity to 
make the system better later. 

○ Katy will draft on up an informational flier and ask BNA/LUTC for feedback, 
ask HMBA to pay for printing/paper, and for volunteers to help flier. 

● 8:50 Short term rental discussion 
○ 4042 N Michigan sent us a request for a conditional use permit. The permanent 

resident lives in the basement, and the 5 bedrooms above will be a short term 
rental. This kind of issue is popping up more and more. Because it’s a conditional 
use, our input is asked for, by July 2nd. We will send a letter, based off our 
previous letter for a similar previous request. 

○ Patti: I live two doors down from this residence, I know that this person doesn’t 
really live there. The letter she wrote is not true. She’s already been cited for 
being an uncompliant AirBnB.  

○ Dayrol: This is the residence with a mattress on the fence in the alley. 
○ Patti: I’ve been drafting a letter about this. 
○ Owen: We’d like to see that. 
○ Sarah: I can help. 
○ Owen: Maybe we can get Irvington NA to talk to us about this issue. There’s 

been issues like this in Boise, that we’ve gone against. We’ve had about 50% 
luck in getting a favorable outcome.  

○ Sarah: I make a motion that the BNA writes a letter in opposition due to 
lack of oversight by the City about the truthfulness of the resident’s 
application, and the adverse impact of this use on the neighborhood.  

○ Kay seconds. All in favor, motion passes. 
● 9:00 Meeting adjourned 

5 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/77016

