
Boise Neighborhood Association 
General Meeting/Land Use & Transportation Committee Meeting 
June 10, 2019 
 
Attendees: 

● Board: David de la Rocha (Chair), Katy Wolf, Kay Newell,  
● Committee: Owen Gabbert (Chair), Sarah Cantine 

 
Agenda: 

1. Board election planning 
2. Centers Main Street Overlay Zone 

 
Minutes: 

● 7:08 David announces he is moving to a job overseas, and will be on vacation this 
summer. This will be his last meeting. We thank David for his amazing service as our 
Board Chair for the last few years. 

● 7:10 Kay makes a motion to hold annual board elections in September, which will allow 
us more time to recruit board members. Katy seconds motion. All in favor. David 
abstains. 

● 7:11 Centers Main Street Overlay Zones 
● The Overlook Neighborhood Association Chair Chris Trejbal brought something 

to our attention by email. Mississippi Ave and Williams Ave are Main Streets that 
qualify for Centers Main Street Overlay Zones.  

● Chris Trejbal wrote: “I am writing to ask for your help preserving neighborhood 
centers across Portland. As you probably are aware, your neighborhood has a 
main street to which the new Centers Main Street OverlayZone applies (map). If 
enforced, the main street overlay (m-overlay) promises to foster active 
community town centers.  
Unfortunately, city planners are not enforcing one of the key requirements of the 
m-overlay – that at least 25 percent of their ground floor of projects be active use 
such as commercial, office and others that encourage human traffic. A project on 
N Interstate Avenue in Overlook is one of the first to fall under the m-overlay. 
Planners granted it an exception to the active use requirement, but they also 
encouraged the neighborhood to appeal so that the Design Commission could 
provide clarity on how firmly to enforce the code. We have done so. 
The Design Commission will hold a hearing on Thursday, June 20 to hear our 
appeal and decide if city planners should require the full amount of active use. 
This case will set the precedent for how the m-overlay is applied citywide, 
including in your neighborhood. If exceptions are easily granted, developers will 
pursue them in order to maximize profitable residential space.” 

○ Kay suggested that we send an email to the City planning representative and 
attach our Design Guidelines, showing our support for first floor activation. We 
encourage retail to developers who bring their designs to us. 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/685537
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/588941


○ Owen: We should state our support for the code as its written and request they 
not make exceptions.  

○ Sarah: That’s temporary and we should think long term. 
○ Kay: We could suggest an incubator for small businesses. 
○ Sarah: Let’s stick to the code, and not prescribe what to do with it specifically. We 

want to see no exceptions to engagements on the street. 
○ David: Exceptions disrupt the ecosystem. If one building doesn’t do it, then it 

makes it harder for the next building to do it. If you build wrong, it will never 
develop correctly. 

○ Owen: I have taken our notes and can write to the planner. 
○ Owen: The new building proposed in Overlook is owned by the City of Portland, 

and the tenant is Proud Ground. They may not include commercial space in their 
business model.  

○ Sarah: They could put tenant amenities on the first floor, like childcare. 
○ Owen: We could comment about % of street facade activation, not ground flood 

area. Only along the commercial street, not side streets or the back. Suggest 
they clarify the code language. 

○ Katy makes motion for Owen to send a letter to Benjamin Nielsen at the City 
before the June 20 testimony deadline. Sarah seconds. All in favor. Motion 
passes. 

● 7:30 Meeting adjourned 
○ July meeting: Cascadia Clusters (NGO) 


