
Boise Neighborhood General/Land Use & Transportation Committee 
5/8/17  
7-9 pm @ Q Center 
 
Attendees: 

● Board: David de la Rocha, JP Castiaux, Kay Newell, Howard Patterson, Katy Wolf 
● Neighbors: Andrine de la Rocha, Jen Stack 
● Presenters: Terry Steenbergen (Coalition for Healthy Kids and Education), Corey and 

Anna, Jeff Ramsay (Albina Neighborhood Tree Team, Eliot), Matt Morrissey (Albina 
Neighborhood Tree Team, Eliot), Tom P. (Rebuilding Center) 

● Guests: Anthony D. (SEI), Dave Hedberg (Urban Forestry, Humboldt)  
 
Minutes: 
7:00 Introductions 
7:05 Terry Steenbergen - Coalition for Healthy Kids and Education 

● Link between sugary beverages and diabetes and heart disease. Beverages are worse 
for you than a candy bar, because of how metabolism works. 

● Proposing to put excise tax of 1.5% on added sugar beverages through Nov ballot 
measure. Milk products and infant formulas are excluded. Includes sodas and added 
sugar juices. Fountain drinks, bottled, concentrates. 

● Revenue would go toward public health and nutrition (50%) and early childhood 
education (50%). Estimated revenue is $28 M per year. Programming is geared toward 
low income and communities of color. Fund will be managed by community advisory 
committee to guide what the programs look like. 

● They will start collecting signatures next month to get it on the ballot. Similar taxes 
passed in Philadelphia, Boulder, Berkeley. Results show decrease in sugar beverages 
and replacing with water intake. 

● Big soda industry spends large amount of advertising toward children in communities of 
color. They target small businesses to be opposed to the tax. However, they’ve found 
from the other cities that small businesses can still sell bottled water, so they don’t lose 
money. 

● Multnomah County Commissioners are supportive. All commissioners/staff and several 
community groups had input on the ballot measure. 

● More info: @HealthyKidsandEducation on Facebook. 
 
7:15 Jeff Ramsay - Albina Neighborhood Tree Team 

● Small group of volunteers in Boise and Eliot neighborhoods, also work in King, Sabin, 
Humboldt. Work on improving urban forest. Been active since 2014. Started by 
inventorying all street trees. Learned there were a lot of large trees in poor condition, 
mostly cherry trees. There is a great history to these trees, which Dave Hedberg is 
researching. Homeowners may be struggling to maintain. They’ve raised $25,000 for 
removal, replacement and care of dead/dying/hazardous trees - $20K from EMSWCD 
and some from City Parks & Rec. 90% of removals have been near Unthank Park. Dave 



is conducting oral history of people that were involved in planting the trees in the 60s. 
The project will take about another year. Now they’re honoring that history by replacing 
the dying trees with new ones. 

● The past two January they’ve had removal events. They hired arborists. This year was 
25 removals. They piggy back with Friends of Trees to plant. They’re planting with a 
diverse palette but still honoring the flowing tree legacy. They work with homeowners to 
get the type of tree they want. 

● The trunks, when not rotted out, the arborists leave the wood with the homeowner. The 
branches get chipped. It would be nice to make it into outdoor furniture but they’re a 
small group. They’ll be working with Depave to repair the sidewalks. There are a lot of 
ways to grow the project.  

● They have canvassed the entire neighborhood. They keep going back to homes. They 
prioritize working with low income households and communities of color. They do 
outreach in the fall. 

 
7:33 Tom - Rebuilding Center 

● Rebuilding Center wants to apply for the monthly RACC grant, for June. They are asking 
for BNA support. Native artist, Toma Villa, used to do drawings on the old free walls on 
the Mississippi alleys, now is nationally renowned. His idea is to involve youth, Urban 
League, POIC. Talked with Ural Thomas, neighbor. Put the history of neighborhood, 
different people in different time periods, natural history. They will also get some help 
with fundraising. Same day as Good in the Hood, June 24 afternoon, they will have 
Native American vendors set up in the parking lot. 

● Katy makes motion for letter of support, Howard seconds. All in favor, motion passes. 
● Katy will draft this letter. 

 
7:38 Karis Stoudamire - Treasurer’s Report 

● Movies in the Park - We will get to show “Hidden Figures”, partnering with community 
organizations like SEI, BEH School PTA, Kairos School. Bryan Steelman said that 
HMBA is willing to donate. Portland Parks will create fliers for us. It will be up to us to put 
them out. 

● Honoring Black History of Williams Ave - the PBOT bike lane changes included historical 
markers and artwork. Karis was on the committee, and they selected artists who have 
now completed their work. There will be two Saturday events. May 20 at Elks Lodge like 
an open house; installation of markers will be June 3. 

 
7:44 Cory - Community Alliance of Tenants  

● Membership is based on low income, disabled, people of color, elderly, refugees. In 
2015 they declared a renters state of emergency. City of Portland then declared a 
housing and homeless state of emergency, which was followed by Hawaii and other 
cities doing the same. Won funding for 5 additional renter inspectors in City of Portland. 

● They hear tragic stories every day on their CAT Hotline. They provide something most 
orgs don’t; emotional support. 



● They connect people to what they need, legal help, get their security deposit back. Tell 
you your rights. Help you navigate all kinds of common situations. 

● They are also part of a statewide legislative coalition, trying to pass a bill to end 
no-cause evictions. HB 2004 has made it through several hurdles so far. Another part is 
ending the rent stabilization ban. 

 
8:15 BNA Grant Announcements 

● Two $500 grants were awarded to Melinda Matson and Andrine de la Rocha for community 
projects. They had clear budgets and timelines, had reached out to partners, outlined their 
project clearly. 

○ Melinda Matson - Alley project - OR Tradeswomen will teach Kairos School students 
to make benches and planter boxes to activate the Beech-Failing Alley. 

○ Andrine de la Rocha - Pollinator Corridor - Planting native plants in a PBOT piece of 
land by the freeway, add benches, educational signage, mason bee homes. 

■ Andrine would like a fee waiver letter from BNA for her PBOT encroachment 
application. The encroachment fee is $575. 

○ Partial grant awarded in kind to Veah Keyes to get people to donate supplies to 
make rag dolls with children at festivals and street fairs. BNA will get her tables at 
Mississippi Street Fair and Good in the Hood. 

■ Kay will contact Miss. Street Fair, Howard will contact GitH to ask for 
discounted or free table to us for this activity. If not, we’ll reserve it at cost for 
non-profit rate. 

 
8:28 David de la Rocha - Land Use Report 

● 177 N Failing Street developer asked for letter of support, deadline is May 18 (before next 
LUTC meeting). David sent out their updated design to LUTC. There were concerns about 
the live/work spaces at ground floor level which may be mostly “live” and deactivate the 
street. Our letter of support will mention this concern. David would take care of this letter. 

 
8:32 Adjourn 


