
Boise Neighborhood Association 
General Meeting 
May 13, 2019 
 
Attendees: 

● Board: Katy Wolf, Howard Patterson, Kay Newell, JP Castiaux 
● Neighbors: Andrine de la Rocha 
● Guests: Bastian Van Hoorn (Realty Trust Urban), Monica McAllister (East Multnomah 

Soil and Water Conservation District) 
 
Agenda: 

1. Cascadia Clusters 
2. Mississippi Lofts real estate update 
3. East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District 
4. Native Grove update 
5. Public comment 
6. Board business, land use updates 

 
Minutes: 

● 7:00 Introductions 
● Cascadia Clusters representative could not be present today, but will come back at 

another time. They build tiny houses for homeless, and provide skills and opportunity for 
future employment.  

● Bastian, Mississippi Lofts -  
○ 32 units above Paxton Gate. LEED Gold. Built to fit into neighborhood. Four 

stories with retail on first floor. Parking on site. First residents moving in next 
week. Being converted back to condos. Upgraded last year. Here to connect with 
neighborhood, so future residents will be connected. Expect people to come in 
that already like the neighborhood.  

○ Condos are not necessarily coming back. New apartments are flooding the 
market. It’s a buyer’s market, this is good so people can stay in the neighborhood 
while moving up into a home. Hoping to get some younger people and empty 
nesters. Most people are buying to live in it. Not seeing international investors 
anymore. 

○ Working on price ranges. $399 for 1BR, $899 for penthouse unit. Would like 
pricing to come down to about $340 for 1BR. Views of Mt Hood from east side, 
and of west hills from west side. Parking adds more. Parking stalls in the Pearl go 
for $50K. 

○ No plan to change commercial retail side. Bastian does not represent that part 
though. 

○ This is Bastian’s sole project. Is on site 6 days a week. 
○ Will do an open house in the penthouse in a couple weeks. 

● Monica, Community Connections Liaison, EMSWCD -  



○ Office is on Williams. Open House and Garden on Saturday June 1st from 
10am-2pm. This year’s tour is in place of their county wide yard tour. The office is 
in a historic residence. There will be a lot of soil and water conservation features 
like rain garden, bioswale, compost toilet, living green wall, permeable pavement. 
There will be snacks and drinks, kids activities. 

● Andrine, Native Grove -  
○ Lots of activity, and posts to the Facebook and Instagram page. Recently got a 

bench made with Rebuilding Center leadership - found funding and 6 diverse 
groups to build a side each. It’s been great for placemaking. Now visitors can 
come in and have a place to sit and stay. 

○ Boise-Eliot-Humboldt School is working on a salmon spawning sculpture. 
○ Had a big planting day, with bands and bench installation on Earth Day. 

Backyard Habitat awarded them Platinum certification. Wove willows into a 
tunnel/dome.  

○ BEH School kids built watering pots with tubes on the bottom and perforations. 
This was how they learned to work with clay. 

○ A neighbor installed a lamp made out of a tree branch. Would like to learn how to 
run it from solar, instead of his house. Would also love solar twinkle lights in 
dome. Talked to Audubon, they didn’t think it would disturb birds. 

○ The bee hotels and interpretive species signs (English, Latin, Chinook) are 
installed. 

○ Asked the kids for design input and tried to incorporate as many ideas as they 
could, like a homework area. 

○ The big thing right now is getting people signed up to water over the summer. It 
takes about an hour to learn, and an hour every time to water. All 23 trees need 
to be watered 3x a week. There are some hoses set up.  

○ Met with PBOT (land owner). They did a lot of photography. However, PBOT was 
not a project funder. They said they will work on getting the garden on the Google 
Map. 

○ Rebuilding Center will help with a little library box, and a donation box for 
houseless people. 

○ Monica: A summer program at Rosemary Anderson High School employs 
students through Multnomah County Summerworks program. They pay them to 
garden. Peercourt is another option. 

● Land Use & Transportation updates 
○ David: PBOT still refuses to put a stop sign at Ivy and Gantenbein.  
○ Katy: We could modify the request from stop sign to a “not a cut through street” 

sign. Or “yield for pedestrians and bicyclists”? 
○ David: They also refused to change the programming on Vancouver lights to 

make it more efficient at commuting times. 
○ JP: Would love to see a crosswalk between SEI and BEH schools on Kerby. 

Asked PBOT about it and they said there’s not enough ped traffic. Also asked for 



stop sign marks next to stop signs. PBOT said its too expensive. Its $100. Wife 
was in an accident a week later after someone missed the stop sign. 

○ Monica: Had to get a HEAL grant to get lights near the park she used to work for. 
http://www.healcitiesnw.org/resources/funding-opportunities 

● Board business 
○ David will follow up on: reporting improper tree removal at former Boise Eliot 

Community Garden, emailing City about treating commercial properties equally 
(Uhauls on Mississippi). 

○ Planning to postpone board elections til fall. David will be out of town from 
July-Sept. Will need to promote that substantially. 

 
8:04 Meeting adjourned 

http://www.healcitiesnw.org/resources/funding-opportunities

