
Boise Neighborhood General/Land Use & Transportation Committee 
4/14/17  
7-9 pm @ Q Center 
 
Attendees: 

● LUTC Committee: David de la Rocha, Katy Wolf, Sarah Cantine, Sebastien Mistouflet, 
Kay Newell, Owen Gabbert, Stacee Wion 

● BNA Board: JP Castiaux, Howard Patterson 
● Neighbors: Melinda Matson, Via Keys, Judith Y, Michael Hoffman, Cory Bartos, Anne, 

Jen Stack, David Nash, Aveva 
● Guests: Renee Strand, Holst Architecture; Elizabeth Bendai; Jonathan Kunkel 

 
Minutes: 
7:00 Introductions 
7:09 Chair’s Comments 

● Reminder that small grant program deadline is Weds. See 
http://bnapdx.com/2017-small-grant-program 

 
7:12 Presentation - Renee Strand 

● Right now the name of the development is Mississippi Fremont Apartments. This is the 
grassy lot with tire swing. Renee has presented several times to BNA for the last few 
years. 

● Their project is 200 apartments above retail, with some parking. The project is in 
permitting now, planning to break ground in about three weeks. 

● Now they’re starting to look at Revere Street - an unimproved right of way (ROW). At 
one time this street had 3 houses facing the street. There is a big grade change from 
Mississippi up to the west. The City has no desire to improve it, so Holst sees an 
opportunity to create an amenity for residents and the community at large. THe work 
that’s been done so far includes residential units that go out onto the ROW at the level 
above the street. Pedestrian access is from the two existing houses on Revere to the 
ROW, and those houses have dedicated parking at the new apartment complex. 

● Alternative public works review - did one to get the stairway, will do another to get the 
ROW improvements. Tried to get the parks department to relocate the community 
garden but the lack of solar access ruled that out. 

● Attendees are invited to place stickers next to design ideas (photos) they like for this 
space. Some are programmatic (dog off leash, theater), some are experiential (color). 
The space is 60’ wide and 240’ deep. 

○ Green = Like 
○ Red = Dislike 
○ The votes on design presentation feedback are not restricted to Boise neighbors 

- they are open to the public. 
● Construction will take 20-26 months. They will come back with more concrete design 

ideas later during the construction. 

http://bnapdx.com/2017-small-grant-program


● Right now this is aspirational, everything is on the table.  
● Lots of green tags: simple, natural, informal gathering spaces, benches, some cover, 

European stoops, terracing, boardwalk 
● Lots of red tags: hardscape, dog parks, goats, closed doorsteps, tiny houses, sculpture 
● What will happen to the black walnut tree? Arborists have looked at it - it’s dying. They 

will try to repurpose the wood - kiln dry (4 month process), incorporate somehow, spread 
out other pieces to people that have asked for it. 

 
8:06 Open Comment 

● Cory and Anne - Community Alliance of Tenants - Free renter’s rights hotline in 
English/Spanish - get your deposit back, legal advice. Goes to voicemail, their office is in 
a church basement, they call people back, triage situation. Sometimes entire buildings 
are evicted with no notice. They do their best to help people protect rights, connect them 
to information and resources. The legal code is complex and hard to understand. ACLU 
provides a Landlord/Tenant legal code FAQ. They are also a member of several 
coalitions - Portland Tenants United. They deal with Federal Fair Housing laws. Portland 
is not alone in declaring a renter’s state of emergency. They also make survey calls to 
follow up with members, and keep track of what happened. More volunteers being 
involved increases capacity to track data. 

● Kay: Has a book at Sunlan with historic photos of the neighborhood. 
● Melinda: Will have a block party (open to everyone) on the Beech-Failing Alley between 

Williams and Vancouver on Sat June 24. More info: alleyactivation.org. Lots of great 
stuff! 

● David: Our Letter to City regarding parking toolkit went to Mayor, City Council, PBOT. 
Said that we were disappointed they didn’t act on it, and volunteered to be a pilot if they 
wanted to begin to implement it. Got a response from Jay Rogers, PBOT area parking 
manager in parking operations. They are going to pilot it in NW. After that they will 
update the manual. Don’t have a timeline. We’re at 85% of our parking, the only place 
that has more density is downtown. 

● David: Called Bureau of Planning to clarify rules on live/work space - they said there will 
be rules but there are none yet. We are proactively requesting that developments be 
thoughtful about making streetfronts active. The building on Vancouver by Livingscape is 
going to be lofts with open storefront.  

 
8:36 Committee approval of March LUTC minutes - carried unanimously. 
8:37 Board approval of March General minutes - carried unanimously. 


