
2/12/18 BNA Meeting Minutes 
7 pm @ Q Center 
 
Attendees: 

● Board: Katy Wolf, David de la Rocha, Jen Stack, Kay Newell, Howard Patterson 
● Neighbors: Sarah Cantine (LUTC), Sharifa Roach, Michael Hoffman, Baya Stack 

 
Agenda:  

● Introductions (10 min) 
● Public Comment 
● Announcements (10 min) 
● Land Use Report (30 min) 

○ 3927 NE Mallory (King Neighborhood) - Type II proposal for “accessory 
short-term rentals”. BNA feedback due to BDS by 2/15. 

○ Parking permit zone interest letter due to PBOT by 3/9. 
● Crime, safety discussion (15 min) 
● 2018 planning (45 min) 

 
7:00 Introductions: 

● David’s overseas job was cancelled due to the state of our State. We welcome him back! 
 
7:05 Public Comment 

● Sharifa: The Trimet bus line #24 service is going to be extended to Northwest, which is 
what Sharifa advocated for (BNA supported with a letter). Attended the NW District 
Association meeting last week, PBOT has a rep there and someone who used to be a 
Trimet planner. Trimet hasn’t said it officially but sources say it will be extended to 
weekend. However, current service frequency is around every 40 minutes, and it doesn’t 
currently run later than 8 pm. It will take additional advocacy to get better service. The 
route extension service isn’t expected to go into effect for another year. It would be great 
to have BNA write another letter of support, and for individuals to weigh in. Sharifa is 
also asking Allan Rudwick, the Eliot LUTC Chair to write a letter. There is an open house 
on the 15th 
(http://news.trimet.org/2018/02/save-the-date-final-open-house-on-trimets-proposed-bus-
improvements-for-fiscal-year-2019/) Open House: Thursday, February 15, 5-7 p.m., 
Legacy Emanuel Hospital, Lorenzen Conference Center, 2901 N Gantenbein Ave., 
Portland OR 97227. 

● David: We will support with another letter. You have to follow up the extension with 
service. Will this serve the hospital? 

● Sharifa: Yes, it will actually go around the hospital to Russell, so it will serve the Widmer 
area and the hospital. It’s also good to CC Zef Wagner at PBOT on the letter or any 
correspondence. Good for accountability. 

● David: This will also solidify keeping the Vancouver and Ivy bus stop.  

http://news.trimet.org/2018/02/save-the-date-final-open-house-on-trimets-proposed-bus-improvements-for-fiscal-year-2019/
http://news.trimet.org/2018/02/save-the-date-final-open-house-on-trimets-proposed-bus-improvements-for-fiscal-year-2019/


● Howard make a motion to send a letter, Katy seconds. All in favor, motion passes. 
Katy will help start a letter, and our Chair can send it. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 

● Latest deductions: Q Center donation for $200 to thank them for hosting us. Talked to 
Fran Ayarbil at NECN, to correct reimbursements for Boise Eliot Native Grove grant 
moneys. Andrine will get her reimbursements by this week. 

● Movies in the Park will be at Unthank Park again this summer. Our top choice is Black 
Panther, and other choices were also big Hollywood kids movies. 

● Applied for the Concert in the Park too. These are more expensive - $5,000/concert. 
Summer Free For All only has capacity to pay for 20% ($1,000). HMBA is already 
supporting the movie, which also includes a concert. Bryan Steelman from HMBA is 
going to solicit donations for our Movie in the Park. 

 
Announcements: 

● Howard: Boise Eliot Native Grove. From EMSWCD grant funds, they have gotten various 
mulch deliveries and also some free compost from PBOT. This past weekend they got a 
mini-grant from BES for plants from Bosky Dell, and Friends of Trees donated trees. 
Volunteers from SEI planted 18 trees over the weekend. Over $11,000 in in-kind 
donations and over 500 volunteer hours. Bare root plants were donated today. In two 
weeks, Ivy School kids will plant willow trees to make what the kids call a “gazeboo”. 
Howard’s previous experience was with wilderness restoration, but making a park from 
scratch was new, and the kids have been very helpful with design. Wildflower seed 
planting soon. Big thing next is to figure out how to get water there. There’s no onsite 
water. They may apply for a grant or get a City water truck to come by. There will be a 
big planting in fall - several hundred shrubs and ground cover. New Seasons staff will 
help, and donate snacks. Also applied for a Metro placemaking grant which is 
art-focused. Intended to pay for an artist from underserved communities. They already 
had ideas for benches and library box, but are open to sculpture or other ideas. Have 
been talking to a houseless outreach organization, will talk to other minority and queer 
artist communities. Poetry posts also. Website: www.nativegrovepdx.org,. Follow along 
on Facebook and Instagram too. 

● Sarah: A suggestion from when we planted the trees at Sons of Haiti, protect the tops 
with stakes, from vandalism. 

● Katy: Fighter jet noise hearing at Port of Portland Citizen Noise Advisory Committee 
meeting in March (date not published on website). Katy is helping a Cully neighbor who 
works in Boise on communications aspects, to promote greater awareness of the actions 
Oregon Air National Guard is taking and its impact on the residents near the airport. 

● Katy: The basement of the Sons of Haiti Masonic Lodge was broken into last week, and 
property was stolen. A local activist, Cameron Whitten, whose property was also stolen, 
has started a GoFundMe (https://www.gofundme.com/sonsofhaiti). After 3 days, it is $3k 
to its $5k goal. John Bryant from Sons of Haiti has said that they want to install new 

http://www.nativegrovepdx.org/
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security measures. Their wall was also tagged recently where the new siding was going 
in. They already painted a mural over that on the south facing side of the building. 

● Katy: Besides the tagging on the Lodge, there was also tagging at a private home 
garage on Fremont and Michigan, and a brick was thrown through the window of a 
residence on Fremont and Missouri. 

● Katy: Met with the Office of Neighborhood Involvement Crime Prevention Coordinator for 
our area, Mary Tompkins. She advised if people want they can start a Neighborhood 
Watch or Foot Patrol, but they need to get all the volunteers organized before they can 
get a training, for which there is a waitlist. She also recommends using the PDX 
Reporter app or email address to report graffiti. The Graffiti Abatement program  

 
7:35 Land Use Proposal: 3947 Mallory  LU 17-289796 

● Katy distributes a letter Sarah drafted with some suggested edits by Katy in red. 
● Neighbors have been talking about the increased traffic. They were built before the new 

code went into place disallowing you to measure from the highest point to the top of the 
building, so the backyards are 6’ higher than the surrounding yards. These buildings 
were apparently expressly built for AirBnB, and they have been operating without a 
permit thus far, and renting 6 bedrooms which is 1 beyond the City code. They have a 
long term renter in the 2 BR ADU, managing the 6 BR unit above. 

● David: Can we argue that the short-term and long-term rentals be reversed?  
● Sarah: Currently the long-term renter in the ADU has to be there 270 days a year. 
● David moves to adopt the letter as amended, Howard seconds. All in favor, motion 

passes. 
● David will send the letter to BDS, and we will also send it to King Neighborhood. 

 
8:00 Parking permit update 

● PBOT asks neighborhoods to send a letter to them by March 9 if we want to be 
considered for a parking permit zone pilot. Katy drafted a letter that LUTC members will 
review, and vote on at the next meeting. 

 
8:02 Chair vote 

● David is open to coming back as the Chair until elections or until a career change 
overseas. 

● JP makes motion to elect David de la Rocha our BNA Chair. Katy seconds. All in 
favor, David abstains, motion passes. 

● David will ask Owen to continue as LUTC Chair, and David will continue to attend those 
meetings too. 

 
8:05 Crime, safety continued 

● Jen notices houses nearby her have been tagged. They cleaned it up immediately. The 
rental property is now covered in tags, by the bus stop. Jen called the property 
management. Katy recommended she report it to Graffiti Abatement, because private 
owners have to clean it up in 10 days, and tagging begets more tagging.  



 
8:15 2018 Planning  

● David: Last year we went over our Values Statement and Bylaws, which was helpful. 
● Katy would like to do another alley placemaking sign painting party, as part of the Native 

Grove art projects. 
● Kay: The Spring Cleanup event needs a Coordinator. We don’t do National Night Out 

anymore either. Our neighborhood has different needs now. We have a smaller board. 
We do more communications online. We could add that the Cleanup funds would go 
towards neighborhood garden projects.  

● Katy will do another post - last call on the Spring Cleanup Coordinator. 
● David: My past favorite meetings were guest speakers, to learn what’s going on in the 

neighborhood, or having City experts. Let’s try to think new speakers. 
 
Other board business: 

● The tenants of the Boise-Eliot Community Garden have been evicted, after several 
decades of use. No plans have been shared yet for the property, or Liberty Hall which 
has the same owner and is also vacant. 

● A neighborhood African American historian, Raymond Burrell, reached out to Kay to 
suggest a “thoroughfare honorary designation” for a Pastor Williams on Williams Ave. 
The board discussed pros and cons over email. David will reach out to him to try and 
meet with him, Eliot board and Vancouver First Baptist Church. 

 
8:30 Meeting Adjourned 


