
10/23/17 BNA  Land Use & Transportation Meeting 
 
Attendees: 

● Committee: David de la Rocha, Owen Gabbert, Sarah Cantine, Katy Wolf, JP Castiaux 
(Board) 

● Neighbors: Jen Steeves, Al Simpson, Aaron Brown, Leslie Barnes (daycare business 
owner), Noni Causey (BEAM - Black Educational Achievement Movement) 

 
Agenda:  

● I5/Rose Quarter Project - (Presenter cancelled after agenda was published) 
● No More Freeways PDX, Aaron Brown 
● Open Comment 

 
7:00 Chair’s Comments: 

● Tomorrow is public hearing for Bureau of Planning and Sustainability regarding the 
upzoning of L. Roy Gardens property and one other property, at 1900 Building at 5 pm. 
City is reviewing this, neighbors have concerns (see last meeting minutes). BNA 
submitted a letter to the City regarding concerns about the lack of public and BNA 
notification, and the zoning change. 

● Al Simpson owns property on Fremont and Albina, south of L. Roy Gardens. He has 
lived there for 15 years. Wants to know why people are complaining about this project. 

● Leslie owns a daycare and wants there to be more affordable housing for families in the 
neighborhood. 

 
7:15 No More Freeways PDX - Aaron Brown 

● Lives in Boise, works and volunteers in bike, pedestrian and voter advocacy 
● Traffic congestion is getting worse. Combination of cheap gas, more density. 
● Freeway expansion has never solved traffic congestion. Induced demand = the easier 

you make it to drive, the more people will do it. 
● ODOT claims they’re not expanding lanes, they’re only adding auxiliary lanes, but they’re 

actually adding about 8 lanes. 
● $450 million is a lot. This is twice the affordable housing cost. This is just the beginning 

price. ODOT projects go over budget often. 
● Safety is touted, but there’s only 2 fatalities in last decade. Mostly fender benders. Lots 

of traffic safety needs, but this corridor doesn’t have a traffic safety problem. It has a 
problem with not enough commute options like public transit. 

● 37% of our city’s carbon emissions are from local travel. Not a great way to invest if 
we’re serious about climate change. 

● Harriet Tubman School is about to re-open, adjacent to this freeway. Air quality will be 
worse. Senate Bill 1008 failed recently, which would have improved truck emissions. 

● Broad coalition is saying that we have so many other traffic issues, why is ODOT doing 
this? They never studied congestion pricing, but it has worked in other cities, and could 
generate millions in revenue. 



● Albina Vision would be a transformative vision with restorative justice elements but this 
plan doesn’t have those. 

● ODOT is greenwashing the project with supposed bike and walking improvements but 
they’re not improvements. 

● Sarah: Who is benefitting from this project? 
● It’s kind of like the prison industrial complex sell about safe communities. A bunch of 

people have built a political coalition and the solution they say works. That notion hasn’t 
been challenged. You see this in other cities too. Houston and LA have been saying they 
can’t keep adding more freeways, need to find more cost-effective, space-efficient ways 
to commute. 

● There’s a lot of money to be made on this project - lots of contractors and consultants. 
● Jen: So there is no example of freeway expansion that works. But what does work in 

other cities? 
● Congestion pricing, or tolling. If Yellow Line MAX ran every minute, and took just as long, 

we’d still drive. Because driving is cheap. It’s free to drive on the freeway during rush 
hour. Congestion pricing adds a stick that can fund a carrot for better transit. 

● With all the transportation safety and transit projects we need, this freeway project does 
not make sense. Asking BNA to consider endorsing this campaign, which is to ask City 
to look at congestion pricing before moving forward. Revenues could go toward reliable 
transit, bridge seismic upgrades, pedestrian and bike safety improvements in East 
Portland. 

● Kay: Has anyone been to Chicago and paid the quarter toll? I don’t think congestion 
pricing is the answer alone. More needs to go into it. I’m not sure this is the correct 
solution. We have people that need vehicles and we need to maintain that infrastructure. 
What are the problems you’re trying to solve. Maybe we can leave it as it is. 

● Sarah: Climate change is an important point. We’re polluting more and getting equity. 
● PSU have done metastudy analyses, and it is very likely that congestion pricing will 

make a difference. It may not solve everything. But it’s dumb to spend the money on the 
expansion first, without studying it. It’s a much more cost effective solution. 

● David:  
○ I don’t believe this is a freeway expansion; rather, addressing a bottleneck from 3 

to 2 lanes. I am cautiously supportive. I don’t like what I’ve seen so far. 
○ The idea we can redirect these funds is probably not realistic. It won’t go to 

Trimet. There’s almost no state funding that goes into Trimet. PBOT is going to 
be dealing with the surface improvements on the caps. They have a different 
agenda. They’re proposed solution is half baked right now. 

○ We do need a holistic strategy but our project funding isn’t set up to do that. 
● We’re asking for leadership from City Council. In 1970’s they were certain they would 

build the Mt. Hood Freeway, which would have connecte Marquam Bridge along Clinton 
and Division to Sandy. Local neighbors were able to convince the City, and they did, and 
we got the first light rail line instead. The same kind of thing happened to tear out the 
highway to make the Tom McCall Waterfront Park. 

● David: We built I-5 then too. 



● When I think about the barriers to living in Portland, housing costs are exorbitant. We 
need to build communities that are walkable. There are investments we can make so 
that every community can live that lifestyle. 

● Leslie - I disagree, because those communities don’t exist anymore. We can’t fix that. 
● Noni - When we talk about taking away people’s choices for commutes, that’s a personal 

decision. I take I-5 instead of taking the bus, it’s my personal choice. If some people 
believe bussing and biking is their way, it’s not what everyone wants. On Williams, they 
thought everyone would ride a bike. That’s not happening. We need to talk about what 
people want, not what’s best for other people. We do need some type of expansion. We 
do need several things at the same time. If City could, they would take MLK and make it 
a bike corridor. 

● Not supposed to be an evangelist for all bike projects, especially the history of bike 
projects in this neighborhood. Suggesting that we shouldn’t be naive enough to think we 
can build our way out of this, we can only use congestion pricing. 

● Leslie - What if it taxes people that can’t afford it? 
● Louisville is a good example. They had an interstate bridge proposal. They spent $1.2 

billion to expand the bridge. They put in tolling. When they did that, the number of cars 
went down to less than were on it before. People that take transit get charged for their 
fare, why not charge the cars? 

● Noni - We often create these things, thinking we’ll just pay a little bit more, but like with 
the orange bikes, poor people don’t even have a credit card to pay for that. This sounds 
like another cost on top of the car we need to drive, and the child care, and it is unfair to 
communities of color and low income people. 

● Kay: During the CRC, I kept saying we need to use better what we’ve got. Use a lane for 
trucks only. Change the modes. It irritates me that they say, park your car and bike. 
Then we have cars parked everywhere. Cars are an essential part of life for most 
families, and seniors. This is not an all or nothing. 

● Owen: I think what’s interesting is that where the money is coming from. It’s coming from 
future bonds, it’s not currently there. It’s coming from citizens. If you can choose to pick 
up some money from Vancouver commuters, or from a toll vs. a bond, or from truckers, 
that strikes me as relevant - who is paying and how. If you don’t use it, you might still pay 
with a bond anyway. 

● The one lane with a toll is always moving. Maybe not all lanes have a toll. Then you can 
take the bus for that lane. ODOT isn’t looking at any of that before the project happens. 

● David: This is a state freeway fund, and this is the Portland project. 
● There’s ODOT line items for different projects around the state. This project is throwing a 

lot of money away from a lot of options without looking at them. We aren’t saying cars 
are evil, we’re saying let’s look at other ways to reduce congestion and make it easier for 
people if they choose not to drive. 

● David: In one month we’ll hear from the ODOT project manager, Nov 27. We’ll be ready 
to ask pointed questions. We’ll have a discussion about whether we want to take a 
stance for or against.  

 



Open Comment: 
● David: Back to the topic of upzoning on Fremont from R2 to CM2, opportunity to give last 

words. 
● Owen: Is affordable housing incentive available to only CM3? 
● David: Is CM2 inadequate for what your vision for the property is? Is CM3 preferable for 

some reason? 
● Sam: My son applied, and he wants affordable housing. 
● Noni: CM2 is 4 floors. If we have the bottom, and for my non-profit where we have a 

coffee shop and train young people on how to run a business. Then we have classroom 
space on floor 2, that leaves limited space for housing. If we could have CM3, then we 
could have more affordable housing. This community has been devastated, and there’s 
not a lot of space for people to meet. First two floors need to be places for people to be. 

● David: Building articulation and massing height stepdowns and setbacks can foster 
gradual transition to surrounding neighbors at R2. 

● Owen: 4 floors may be more efficient than a 6 floor with setbacks. You need more 
staircases, more infrastructure. There are ways to drive the cost down, like not providing 
an elevator. When I hear this vision, I think how can we keep the construction costs 
efficient so we can keep the rents as low as possible. In my opinion, CM3 would be too 
aggressive there. My expectation is that CM2 will allow bonuses that will incentivize 
affordable housing.  

 
● Leslie: There was a liquor license application for Bubby’s for a food cart at the Mason 

Lodge food cart pod, which is right behind the daycare center. Her daycare is 6:00 am to 
6:00 pm. The cart’s proposed hours will be 9 am to 10 pm. She is concerned because 
there’s no way to contain the food cart patrons to the area. They’re across the alley. She 
sent an email to them right away, and the deadline to respond to this is in two weeks on 
Nov 6. 

● Committee wants to know what are the rules around food cart liquor licenses, and what 
the plans are for this food cart pod. 

● One of Leslie’s concerns is that people are not at the Lodge all the time, but she is, and 
she takes care of problems at that property. She says she’s the reason they have a porta 
potty. Leslie can ask other neighbors and parents to write a letter, so that they get the 5 
letter minimum to get the Police to reach a threshold to make a recommendation to the 
ONI. Leslie will also talk to John at the Lodge. 

● David: We can write a letter asking them to adhere to the OLCC, and list all of our 
concerns.  

 
9:00 Meeting adjourned 


